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famous, or perhaps I should say notorious, for his
astounding landings. Perhaps it was due to his bad
eyesight, but he must have made more bad landings
and smashed more under-carriages than any other flier
there at that time. He walks with a limp as a result of
breaking a leg badly.

We had a lady flier at Brooklands.   I asked her once
for the loan of a small tool for making little wire rings
for holding pins in position on the c Gnome' engine.
When I returned it to her she asked me how many
rings I had made.   I said a dozen.   She then said she
charged a penny a ring and demanded one shilling.
I complained, as I thought it rather grasping to make
such a charge.    However,  she  insisted very deter-
minedly that she should be paid.   Louis Noel, who was
a late employe of mine and now was working for her,
was standing by looking rather uncomfortable. He pro-
duced a smiling and offered it to the lady, who was by
now in a temper.   This only infuriated her more and
she turned round on me shouting :   " You allow one
of your late employes to stand there and pay your
debts, and call yourself a gentleman."    I had, of
course, not the slightest intention of letting Noel pay
my ' debts,' but I did feel the lady was hardly conform-
ing to the general spirit of Brooklands at that time.

Another amusing experience I had was in connection
with the late Lieut. J. G. Porte who was head of the
British Deperdussin Company. He had an old e Deper-
dussin' which he used for teaching pupils, but although
it would taxi about safely, yet it could not get into the
air. I told Porte that I was of the opinion that if he
were to fit a more efficient propeller that it could be
made to fly. I designed a suitable propeller of a large
diameter, narrow blades, and with a finer pitch than
the one he was using. Then I instructed our car-
penter to make one, giving him the various sections
and angles, If I remember correctly it was Captain